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43 N Lime St  
Lancaster, PA 17602

717.468.0019

stoneindependent.org

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INTEREST IN APPLYING TO THE STONE INDEPENDENT SCHOOL, OUR CITY’S FIRST  
progressive, interdisciplinary high school. We believe that students learn best by doing, and that begins with the application 
process. We’d like you to assemble a thoughtful application packet that helps us learn about you and your fit with Stone. Just 
be you, because the fact that you’re interested in this kind of school means you think a little differently, you want your educa-
tion to be dynamic, and you’re willing to be engaged. We can’t wait to meet. 

First, make sure you’ve stepped foot in the building. We believe in place-based education, wherein the community is one of 
your most important educational resources, and the first community of The Stone Independent School is our building itself. 
So please, come for a visit, whether it be an Open House or a visit on your own. We’ll give you a tour and let you get a sense 
of the place. 

Next, the actual application is something you’ll need to complete and send to us (or drop it off at 43 N. Lime St.), along with 
the accompanying required documents. We need you to submit:

1. One academic letter of recommendation 

2. One additional letter of recommendation, from anyone other than a parent who you think knows you best or can 

speak best to your fit with The Stone Independent School’s mission

3. A transcript from your current school

4. A completed application

5. A completed student questionnaire

6. A completed parent questionnaire

Finally, we’d like to chat with you, one-on-one. We’d like to know what makes you excited to learn and what your hobbies are, 
so please schedule an interview by emailing info@stoneindependent.org. 

Thank you for your interest in The Stone Independent School. If you have any additional questions, please be in touch. 
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A P P L I C A T I O N  F O R  A D M I S S I O N

The Stone Independent School is a progressive, interdisciplinary, 9-12 independent school which believes that all students 
learn best by doing. It is our mission to graduate students who are prepared for college, who practice empathy, ethicality, and 
gratitude, and who are committed to making the world a measurably better place.

Student Information

First name:                                      Middle initial:         Last name:                                                          

Address:                                                                                                                                                        

Birthdate (mm/dd/yyyy):          /         /              

Languages spoken at home:                                               

Current grade:             Applying for          grade.

Gender (optional):                             

Preferred pronouns (he/him/his; she/her/hers, etc.) (optional):                                        

Citizenship:                                          Country of birth:                                        

Current School:                                          School Address:                                        

Head of School or Principal:                                                  

School Counselor:                                                  

Please list all schools attended since grade 1:

SCHOOL NAME YEARS ATTENDED

For U.S. citizens, I wish to be identified with the following 
racial/ethnic groups (optional):

     African American or Black (incl. Africa and the Caribbean)

     Arab American

     Asian American (incl. Indian subcontinent and Philippines)

     European American or White

     Latino (a)/Hispanic (country of origin                                 )

     Middle Eastern American

     Multiracial

      American Indian or Alaska Native  
(Original Peoples of the Americas)

      Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander  
(Original Peoples)

     Other 
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Parent/Guardian Information

Parents/guardians are:

Married  Never Married  Divorced Separated Parent/guardian 1  / 2 Deceased

If parents/guardians are divorced or separated, who has legal custody of the applicant?                                                  

How did you learn about The Stone Independent School?

Sibling Information (optional)

Name:                                                           Current School:                                                                    Current Grade:                   

Name:                                                           Current School:                                                                    Current Grade:                   

Name:                                                           Current School:                                                                    Current Grade:                   

Name:                                                           Current School:                                                                    Current Grade:                   

Name:                                                           Current School:                                                                    Current Grade:                   
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Parent/Guardian 1 Name:                                               

Address:                                                                             

                                                                                             

Phone:                                                                               

Email:                                                                                 

Relationship to Student:                                                  

Employment Information (if not employed, fill in 
employer, occupation, and job title with N/A)

Employer:                                                                             

Occupation:                                                                       

Job Title:                                                                            

If parent/guardian 2 is not applicable, leave blank. 

Parent/Guardian 2 Name:                                              

Address:                                                                             

                                                                                             

Phone:                                                                               

Email:                                                                                 

Relationship to Student:                                                  

Employment Information (if not employed, fill in 
employer, occupation, and job title with N/A)

Employer:                                                                             

Occupation:                                                                       

Job Title:                                                                            
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S T U D E N T  Q U E S T I O N N A I R E

What about the possibility of attending The Stone Independent School is most exciting to you?

Please list your involvement in activities both in and out of school. These may include clubs, hobbies, committees, teams, 

performing arts, student government or and/or community service.

1.                                                                                

2.                                                                                

3.                                                                                

4.                                                                                

5.                                                                                

6.                                                                                

Tell us about someone outside of your family who has helped you become who you are. 
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Respond to three of the following prompts (250 words maximum; please attach answers on a separate sheet of paper):

1. Conceptually speaking, what does it mean to divide twelve by zero? 

2.  What if the continents were suddenly smashed back together, forming a “Modern Pangaea.” Assuming the same country 
borders that exist today, how would this affect tourism, economics, societies, immigration, and government?

3. What if humans had never discovered fire?

4.  Write the dialogue of a debate between a tornado and a hurricane in which each tries to persuade the other that it is 
more dangerous. 

5. Write a refutational text about how soap works. 

6. What do you read, and how do you read it?

7. What makes art “art”?

8. Where is the line between truth and fiction?

9. The next top-selling app on iTunes is______________. 

10. “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.”  

Respond to three of the following prompts (250 words maximum; please attach answers on a separate sheet of paper):

1. How many ways can you think of to find a needle in a haystack?

2. You have a popular podcast. What’s the title? What’s the topic?

3. Fluent in vocal fry, creaky voice, or uptalk, or know someone who is? Discuss. 

4. Do you think there is such a thing as “Smart TV”?

5.  Design an event you think Lancaster needs. Describe the event, explaining who would attend and who would do the planning. 

6. Which was a more successful venture, Shark Week or Sharknado?

7. Words are powerful. Give us ten words that are not words but should be, including definitions and origins. 

8. Do leaders have moral obligations? 

9. Tell us about something that is so bad, it’s good. 

 10. Head of School Mike Simpson says football teams should never punt. What would you say to Mr. Simpson in response?

I have fully and accurately answered these questions in my own words.

Signature:                                                                                    Date:                               
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P A R E N T / G U A R D I A N  Q U E S T I O N N A I R E

What short term and long-term goals do you have in relation to your child’s education?

What do you see as your child’s academic and personal strengths?

What experiences have most significantly affected your child’s education and personal development?

Why do you think The Stone Independent School might be a good match for your child?

Is there anything about the sequence of your child’s schooling that would be useful for us to know? For example, did your 
child skip or repeat a year? Was your child ever asked to withdraw from a school, put on probation, or suspended? Please 
also list any tutoring, support services, or enrichment opportunities your child received.

If your child has had any educational evaluations, such as neuro-psychological testing, please attach a copy to this application.

Please add any additional information you think would help us in reaching an admission decision.
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